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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT HA’AZINU 5777 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

 

I. From the Text 

 

1. Who brings evil and corruption into the world? (32:5) 

 

2. What is the purpose of learning history from one who understands it? (32:7-9) 

 

3. When Bnei Yisrael experienced good fortune and prosperity after conquering Eretz 

Yisrael, how did they respond religiously? (32:15-18) 

 

4. What will the nations of the world do when God restores Israel to its glory? (32:43) 

 

5. What did Moshe instruct Bnei Yisrael to do with the message of the Song that he 

delivered to them on the last day of his life? (32:46) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

 

6. Why did Moshe appoint the Heaven and the Earth as his witnesses that he warned Bnei 

Yisrael? (32:1. Rashi offers two answers.) 

 

7. What was the response to a brachah in the Holy Temple? (32:3) 

 

8. In punishing Bnei Yisrael, God will burn down that which “is founded on mountains.” 

(32:22)  What will God burn down? 

 

9. What sins did Bnei Yisrael commit to deserve such defeat and suffering? (32:32) 

 

10. Why did Moshe proclaim this Song with Yehoshua by his side? (32:44) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

 

11. What happened to the Ten Tribes of the Northern Kingdom? (Ramban on 32:26) 

 

12. Why does God stop punishing Bnei Yisrael and begin to relent? (Seforno 32:36) 

 

13. Why refer to Yehoshua as Hoshea at this time? (Kli Yakar on 32:44) 

 

 IV. Haftorah : Samuel II 

 

14. This Haftorah is from Samuel Chapter 22. Where else in Scripture do we find this same 

chapter? 

 

 V. Relationships 

 

a) Avraham – Lavan 

b) Milkah – Avraham (2 answers) 

c) Lot – Yitzchak 

d) Yishmael – Yaakov 

e) Zerach – Tamar  

 

 

 



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT HA’AZINU 5777 

 

 

1. People, not God, bring evil into the world. 

 

2. To learn that God regulated the course of the world according to the situation with the Jewish 

people. 

 

3. “They became fat and kicked.”  They rebelled against God. 

 

4. The nations of the world will sing the praises of Israel, recognize Israel’s greatness, and praise it 

as God’s people. 

 

5. Moshe instructs us that we must teach our children the message of the Song. 

 

6. (1) The Heaven and the Earth are eternal.  (2) The Heaven and the Earth will help punish and 

reward the people – Heaven would withhold its rain, and the Earth would withhold its produce. 

 

7. People would respond “Blessed is the name of His glorious kingdom for all eternity.” (Baruch 

Shem Kvod …) 

 

8. Jerusalem. 

 

9. Bnei Yisrael behaved like the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

 

10. Yehoshua stood at Moshe’s side to symbolize that the leadership was being transferred on this 

day. 

 

11. The Ten Tribes were scattered to unknown places where they have never been heard from again. 

 

12. The Seforno comments that God will relent only because some Jews, albeit the minority, 

remained His servants, despite temptation and persecution. 

 

13. The Kli Yakar says that the name Yehoshua was given to him as a prayer against the spies’ false 

counsel.  Now that generation died, and there was no need for this name again. 

 

14. Psalms, Chapter 18. 

 

 Relationships: 

a) Great-uncle Avraham 

b) Uncle Avraham; and Brother-in-law/Sister-in-law as Milkah married Avraham’s brother 

Nachor 

c) First cousins 

d) Uncle Yishmael 

e) Mother-Son. 

 


